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 This scholarly inquiry examines the interplay between event tourism and urban regeneration, with a focus 
on its application within American cities. The raison d'être of the study is to elucidate the transformative 
influence of event tourism on urban landscapes and to proffer strategic recommendations for its 
implementation as a tool for economic revitalization. The methodology is grounded in a comparative analysis 
of global case studies, enriched by quantitative and qualitative data synthesis to evaluate the multifaceted 
impacts of event tourism on urban renewal. The main results reveal that event tourism acts as a dynamic 
catalyst for urban regeneration, driving economic growth, cultural development, and infrastructural 
improvements. The study identifies the strategic utilization of cultural events, the repurposing of abandoned 
infrastructures, and the engagement of urban tourism as pivotal elements that contribute to the rejuvenation 
of urban centers. Conclusions drawn from the research affirm that event tourism is not a panacea but a 
strategic component that, when effectively integrated with urban planning, can yield substantial benefits. The 
study culminates with recommendations for American cities to harness event tourism by leveraging their 
unique assets, fostering community involvement, and ensuring sustainable development practices. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1   The Intersection of Event Tourism and Urban Regeneration 

The intersection of event tourism and urban regeneration represents a 
dynamic and multifaceted domain within urban economic strategies, 
where the deliberate staging of events is increasingly recognized as a 
catalyst for urban renewal and economic revitalization (Lak et al., 2020). 
The global landscape of event tourism is diverse, encompassing a range of 
activities from cultural festivals to sports events, all of which can have 
profound impacts on the physical, social, and economic fabric of cities. 

As a form of heritage tourism, event tourism has been identified as a 
powerful tool for urban regeneration, particularly in historic cities where 
cultural capital can be leveraged to rejuvenate declining urban areas (Lak 
et al., 2020). This approach to urban renewal emphasizes the utilization of 
a city's unique cultural assets, including its history, architecture, and 
traditions, to attract tourists and stimulate local economies. The strategic 
management of cultural policies and hosting cultural events are essential 
components in this process, as they enhance public urban spaces and the 
overall quality of life for residents. 

The case of Birjand, Iran, illustrates how heritage tourism can be 
integrated into urban regeneration strategies. Birjand has utilized its 
cultural heritage to regenerate physically, socially, and economically by 
focusing on its historic saffron production and carpet weaving. The city's 
approach, which includes participatory management and the 

enhancement of public spaces, demonstrates the potential for heritage 
tourism to contribute to urban regeneration in a manner that is both 
sustainable and respectful of the local context (Lak et al., 2020). 

Moreover, the coupling coordination of economy, environment, tourism, 
and traffic (EETT) systems in urban agglomerations, as studied in the 
Middle Reaches of Yangtze River Urban Agglomerations in China, provides 
insights into the spatial and temporal changes that event tourism can 
induce (Chen et al., 2021). The research underscores the importance of 
integrated and coordinated development policies that consider the natural 
and human factors influencing urban agglomerations. The positive spatial 
agglomeration effect observed since 2010 in this region suggests that 
event tourism, when managed effectively, can contribute to sustainable 
regional development and enhance a city's international competitiveness. 

The Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) approach further supports the 
notion that investments in cultural heritage conservation and 
regeneration can enhance the economic performance of cities (Girard et 
al., 2015). By analyzing 17 case studies of HUL regeneration, researchers 
have identified relevant indicators for assessing the multidimensional 
impacts of culture-led regeneration projects. These indicators span six 
categories of impacts, providing a framework for evaluating the success of 
urban regeneration initiatives. The HUL approach recognizes the 
landscape as a "living heritage" that reflects societal changes and 
contributes to local well-being, thereby reinforcing the link between event 
tourism and urban productivity. 
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In the context of American cities, these global insights and methodologies 
offer valuable lessons. The strategic use of event tourism for urban 
regeneration in the U.S. could involve adapting these global practices to 
local contexts, addressing the unique urban challenges faced by American 
cities. By integrating cultural heritage into urban economic strategies, 
American cities can harness the potential of event tourism to drive urban 
renewal, stimulate economic growth, and improve the quality of life for 
residents. 

The synthesis of global event tourism strategies and the detailed findings 
from case studies around the world provide a robust foundation for 
American cities to develop their own tailored approaches to urban 
regeneration. The economic revitalization observed through major events, 
the cultural and social impacts of event tourism, and the infrastructure 
development and sustainable practices that accompany such initiatives 
are all critical components of a successful urban regeneration strategy. 

The intersection of event tourism and urban regeneration offers a 
promising avenue for urban economic development. By drawing on global 
case studies and adapting their strategies to the American context, U.S. 
cities can leverage event tourism as a powerful tool for urban renewal, 
fostering economic growth, and enhancing the urban experience for both 
residents and visitors alike. 

1.2   The Global Landscape of Event Tourism as a Catalyst for Urban 
Renewal 

The global landscape of event tourism has evolved into a significant force 
for urban renewal, with cities around the world leveraging major events 
to catalyze economic, social, and infrastructural transformations. This 
phenomenon has been particularly evident in the context of sport mega-
events, which have become grand spectacles of global significance, 
offering host cities a platform for international prestige and a multitude of 
benefits including urban regeneration, increased tourism, and new global 
partnerships (Giulianotti and Klauser, 2011). 

The allure of hosting such events is evident in the intense competition 
among cities and nations, with the economic boost from these events often 
running into billions of dollars. For instance, the 2006 World Cup finals in 
Germany attracted millions of international visitors and had a substantial 
economic impact, demonstrating the potential of event tourism as a 
catalyst for urban renewal (Giulianotti and Klauser, 2011). However, the 
planning and implementation of these events have become increasingly 
complex, with security concerns necessitating significant investments and 
strategic management to ensure the safety and success of the events. 

The identity and marketing of cities have also become integral to the global 
landscape of event tourism. Cities are now adopting strategic marketing 
and management approaches to showcase their offerings and compete 
more effectively on the global stage. The evolution of city marketing has 
shifted from emphasizing infrastructures and urban regeneration to 
highlighting intangible values such as multicultural integration, quality of 
life, and aesthetic appreciation (Muniz-Martinez and Cervantes-Blanco, 
2009). This shift reflects a broader trend in event tourism, where urban 
spaces' emotional and experiential aspects are becoming key factors in 
attracting tourists and fostering urban renewal. 

The interplay between cultural heritage and urban regeneration is another 
critical aspect of the global landscape of event tourism. Investments in 
tourism, particularly in post-industrial cities, are increasingly linked to 
strategies that transition economic bases and incorporate cultural 
heritage, both tangible and intangible, into the urban fabric. This approach 
is essential for destinations to maintain a competitive advantage and adapt 
to global changes and consumer demands (Wise and Jimura, 2020). The 
critical evaluation of contemporary approaches to tourism and urban 
regeneration, informed by interdisciplinary perspectives and 
international case studies, is vital for understanding the impacts and 
legacies of event tourism on urban spaces. 

In the context of American cities, these global insights provide a 
framework for leveraging event tourism for urban renewal. The strategic 
hosting of events, combined with effective marketing and the integration 
of cultural heritage, can be adapted to the unique challenges and 
opportunities of American urban centers. By doing so, American cities can 
enhance their global competitiveness, attract investment, and improve 
their residents' quality of life while preserving and celebrating their 
cultural and historical heritage. 

The global overview of event tourism underscores its role as a powerful 
tool for urban renewal. As cities around the world continue to harness the 
potential of event tourism, the lessons learned from international 
experiences can inform and inspire urban regeneration strategies in 

American cities, positioning them as vibrant and resilient urban centers in 
the global economy. 

1.3   Review of Related Literature 

1.3.1 Theoretical Frameworks Linking Tourism and Urban 
Development 

Theoretical frameworks that link tourism and urban development are 
essential for understanding the complex interactions between tourism 
activities and urban growth. These frameworks provide a basis for 
analyzing the impacts of tourism on urban areas and guide the strategic 
planning and management of urban tourism development. 

One such framework is the concept of smart tourism, which has been 
proposed as a pillar for sustainable urban development. Smart tourism 
integrates the use of technology, specifically the Internet of Things (IoT), 
to enhance the tourist experience and improve the efficiency of tourism-
related urban services (Dabeedooal et al., 2019). This framework aligns 
with the broader smart city strategy, which emphasizes liveability, 
sustainability, and the incorporation of cultural and historical dimensions 
into urban development. The application of smart tourism in the city of 
Port Louis, Mauritius, demonstrates how this framework can be grafted 
onto existing urban structures to revitalize them and unlock new 
economic potentials. 

Another theoretical framework is the resilience theory, which focuses on 
the capacity of urban systems to absorb disturbances and maintain 
function in the face of external stresses. This theory has gained 
prominence in the context of urbanization and climate change, where 
cities must be prepared to deal with various uncertain and unpredictable 
threats (Kong et al., 2022). The resilience framework emphasizes the 
importance of multi-dimensional research and the use of quantitative 
assessment tools, such as simulation and optimization models, to evaluate 
and enhance the resilience of urban areas. This approach is particularly 
relevant for tourism, as it ensures that urban destinations can sustainably 
manage the pressures of tourism while maintaining their attractiveness 
and functionality. 

The third theoretical perspective involves analysing tourism seasonality, 
a significant issue for urban management. Seasonality affects the 
distribution of tourism flows and has implications for regional 
development and infrastructure planning (Krabokoukis and Polyzos, 
2023). By understanding the determinants of tourism seasonality, urban 
managers can develop strategies to mitigate its effects, such as promoting 
off-season tourism and diversifying tourism products. This approach 
requires a comprehensive analysis of natural, geographic, and 
infrastructure characteristics to identify key factors that influence tourism 
seasonality. 

These interconnected theoretical frameworks provide a multi-faceted 
understanding of how tourism can be integrated into urban development 
strategies. Smart tourism focuses on the application of technology to 
enhance the urban tourist experience, resilience theory emphasizes the 
sustainability and adaptability of urban systems, and the analysis of 
tourism seasonality addresses the temporal distribution of tourism and its 
impacts on urban areas. 

In the context of American cities, these frameworks offer valuable insights 
for urban planners and policymakers. By adopting smart tourism 
strategies, American cities can enhance their global competitiveness and 
create more sustainable and resilient urban tourism destinations. 
Additionally, understanding and managing tourism seasonality can help 
American cities to optimize their tourism infrastructure and services, 
ensuring a balanced and sustainable urban development. 

The synthesis of these theoretical frameworks provides a comprehensive 
approach to integrating tourism into urban development. As American 
cities continue to evolve and face new challenges, the strategic application 
of these frameworks will be crucial in shaping their future as vibrant, 
attractive, and sustainable urban centers. 

1.3.2   Previous Studies on Event Tourism's Impact on Cities 

The impact of event tourism on urban development has been the subject 
of numerous studies, which have explored various dimensions including 
socio-cultural aspects, economic benefits, and the challenges of 
sustainable development. These studies provide valuable insights into 
how event tourism can shape cities and contribute to their growth and 
transformation. 

A group researchers investigated the socio-cultural impacts of sustainable 
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tourism development in Pakistan, with a particular focus on the role of 
Islamic religiosity (Aman et al., 2019). Their study utilized Structural 
Equation Modeling (SEM) to predict the effects of religiosity on the 
perception of socio-cultural impacts. The findings indicated that residents 
with higher levels of religiosity had a positive attitude towards sustainable 
tourism development. This research highlights the importance of 
considering local cultural and religious factors when assessing the impact 
of event tourism on urban areas. 

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, explored the impact of the crisis 
on urban and rural tourism in China, examining the recovery measures 
and attitudes of various stakeholders towards tourism development (Li et 
al., 2021). Their discourse analysis revealed the government's shifting 
focus from pandemic prevention to the resumption of work and 
production, and eventually to the implementation of a time-sharing 
reservation system to manage tourism flows. This study underscores the 
resilience of the tourism sector and the need for adaptive strategies in the 
face of major crises. 

Malchrowicz-Mośko and Poczta addressed the economic and social 
impacts of small-scale sporting events in Poland, identifying a gap in 
research regarding their contribution to sustainable tourism development 
(Malchrowicz-Mośko and Poczta, 2018). Their empirical research, which 
included surveys of participants and residents, found that smaller events 
could generate significant tourism activity and positively impact the host 
city's image. This study suggests that small-scale events can be just as 
influential as larger ones in driving urban development and fostering a 
sense of community pride and social integration. 

These studies collectively emphasize the multifaceted nature of event 
tourism's impact on cities. They illustrate that while event tourism can 
generate significant economic benefits, its socio-cultural implications are 
equally important for the sustainable development of urban areas. The 
integration of local cultural and religious values, the ability to adapt to 
crises, and the potential of small-scale events are all critical factors that 
influence the success and sustainability of event tourism as a catalyst for 
urban development. 

In American cities, these insights can inform strategies for harnessing 
event tourism to drive urban renewal. By considering the local socio-
cultural context, adopting flexible and resilient approaches, and 
recognizing the value of both large and small-scale events, urban planners 
and policymakers can optimize the benefits of event tourism for urban 
development. 

The synthesis of previous studies on event tourism's impact on cities 
provides a comprehensive understanding of how event tourism can be 
leveraged to promote urban growth and development. As American cities 
continue to navigate the challenges and opportunities of urbanization, the 
lessons learned from these studies can guide the creation of sustainable, 
vibrant, and inclusive urban environments. 

1.3.3   Critiques and Gaps in Existing Literature 

The existing literature on event tourism's impact on urban development 
has been extensive, yet there are notable critiques and gaps that scholars 
have identified. These critiques often center on methodological 
approaches, theoretical frameworks, and the scope of research, which can 
limit the understanding and application of findings in urban development 
contexts. 

Lee and Madera conducted a systematic literature review of emotional 
labor in the hospitality and tourism literature, identifying a lack of an 
overarching theoretical framework and inconsistencies in the definition 
and measurement of emotional labor (Lee and Madera, 2019). They 
pointed out that most studies in this area are cross-sectional, which may 
not adequately capture emotional labour's dynamic and evolving nature 
in tourism settings. This critique suggests that longitudinal studies and a 
more consistent theoretical approach could provide deeper insights into 
how emotional labor impacts the tourism experience and, by extension, 
urban development. 

Malchrowicz-Mośko and Poczta highlighted a research gap in the analysis 
of economic and social impacts of small-scale sporting events 
(Malchrowicz-Mośko and Poczta, 2018). Their study found that such 
events could significantly impact the host city's image and social fabric, 
challenging the prevailing focus on large-scale events in the literature. 
This gap indicates that more research is needed on the broader spectrum 
of event tourism, including smaller, community-based events that may 
offer sustainable benefits to urban development. 

Schuurman critiqued the topical focus of terrorism research, which is 

often narrowly defined and event-driven, leading to an underemphasis on 
state terrorism and non-jihadist terrorism (Schuurman, 2019). While this 
critique is specific to terrorism research, it reflects a broader issue in event 
tourism literature where certain types of events may be 
disproportionately studied, leaving other forms underexplored. This gap 
calls for a more inclusive approach to research that considers a wider 
range of events and their potential impacts on urban areas. 

These critiques and gaps underscore the need for a more holistic and 
nuanced approach to studying event tourism's impact on urban 
development. Future research should aim to incorporate diverse 
theoretical perspectives, consider a wider range of event types, and 
employ longitudinal methods to fully capture the complexities of event 
tourism and its implications for urban areas. 

In the context of American cities, addressing these critiques and gaps can 
lead to more informed urban planning and policy-making. By broadening 
the scope of research to include various types of events and adopting more 
robust methodological approaches, urban stakeholders can better 
leverage event tourism for sustainable urban development. 

The synthesis of critiques and gaps in the existing literature provides a 
roadmap for future research in event tourism and urban development. As 
American cities continue to grow and evolve, the insights from addressing 
these gaps can contribute to creating more vibrant, resilient, and inclusive 
urban communities. 

1.3.4   Economic Theories Underpinning Event Tourism 

Event tourism has been analyzed through various economic theories that 
seek to explain its impact on urban development and economic growth. 
These theories provide a framework for understanding the mechanisms 
through which event tourism contributes to the economy and how it can 
be harnessed for urban regeneration. 

Séraphin revisited grounded theories in event studies in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which presented both challenges and opportunities 
for the event industry (Séraphin, 2020). The study emphasized the 
resilience of the event tourism sector and its ability to adapt to crises, 
suggesting that events will continue to be a prominent feature of 
civilization due to their fundamental role in meeting human needs. This 
perspective aligns with the theory of planned behavior, which posits that 
individuals' intentions to engage in behavior are influenced by their 
attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control. 

Some researchers presented a model of sporting event tourism as an 
economic development generator from a destination marketing 
perspective (Roche et al., 2013). Their model proposed that the economic 
impact of sport tourism is moderated by the type of sport tourist attracted 
to the destination. This model is supported by segmentation theory, which 
suggests that different market segments have varying needs and 
preferences, and by targeting these segments effectively, destinations can 
maximize their economic benefits. 

O'Connor and Assaker examined the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on pro-environmental travel behavior using the norm-activation model 
(NAM), economic sacrifices theory, and risk perception theories 
(O'Connor and Assaker, 2021). Their findings revealed that the 
pandemic's risk perception influenced travelers' willingness to make 
economic sacrifices for environmental protection. This study highlights 
the interplay between environmental concerns and economic behavior, 
suggesting that event tourism can be aligned with sustainable practices to 
foster ecological travel behavior. 

Stasiak explored the experience economy as a context for new spaces and 
forms of tourism, emphasizing the importance of creating original and 
emotionally charged tourism products (Stasiak, 2013). The experience 
economy theory, as proposed by Pine and Gilmore, argues that businesses 
must orchestrate memorable events for their customers, and that memory 
itself becomes the product. This theory is particularly relevant to event 
tourism, where the unique experiences provided by events can be a 
significant draw for tourists and a catalyst for urban development. 

These economic theories provide a multi-dimensional understanding of 
event tourism's role in urban economies. They suggest that event tourism 
can be a powerful tool for economic development if managed strategically, 
with consideration for market segmentation, the experience economy, and 
the balance between economic gains and sustainability. 

These theories offer valuable insights for leveraging event tourism for 
urban regeneration in American cities. By understanding the motivations 
and behaviors of tourists, cities can create targeted strategies that 
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maximize the economic benefits of events while also promoting 
sustainable and responsible tourism practices. 

The synthesis of economic theories underpinning event tourism provides 
a comprehensive framework for analyzing its impact on urban 
development. As American cities seek to revitalize their economies and 
urban spaces, the strategic application of these theories will be crucial in 
shaping their future as dynamic and sustainable destinations. 

1.3.5   Case Studies and Models of Urban Regeneration through 
Tourism 

Urban regeneration through tourism has been a significant area of study, 
with various case studies across the globe providing insights into the 
processes and outcomes of such initiatives. These case studies offer 
models for understanding how tourism can be a catalyst for urban 
renewal, economic development, and cultural revitalization. 

Richards provides a comprehensive look at cultural attractions and their 
role in European tourism, offering a variety of case studies that 
demonstrate how cultural tourism has been developed and managed 
(Richards, 2001). The work emphasizes the importance of cultural 
tourism as a driver for urban regeneration, particularly in cities with rich 
historical and cultural assets. Richards' analysis suggests that successful 
cultural tourism strategies are those that integrate local culture and 
heritage with the needs and expectations of tourists, thereby creating a 
sustainable model for urban development. 

Coles examines the case of Leipzig, a post-socialist city referred to as 
'boomtown east', and its use of tourism for economic restructuring and 
urban regeneration (Coles, 2003). The study highlights how tourism, place 
promotion, and economic restructuring are interlinked, with the tourism 
sector reinforcing the messages of local place promotion campaigns. 
Leipzig's experience shows that tourism can play a crucial role in the 
transformation of urban spaces, but it also warns of the need for careful 
planning to ensure the long-term viability of the tourism sector. 

Sepe and Trapani discuss cultural tourism and creative regeneration 
through two emblematic case studies (Sepe and Trapani, 2010). Their 
research found that for urban and cultural regeneration to be successful in 
the long term, it is essential to involve and integrate the local community 
at all levels throughout the process. The case studies illustrate that cultural 
tourism can be a powerful tool for urban regeneration, but it requires a 
strategic approach that includes community engagement, enhancement of 
local culture, and sustainable development practices. 

These case studies provide valuable models for urban regeneration 
through tourism. They show that tourism can be a powerful economic 
driver and a means of enhancing cities' cultural and social fabric. However, 
they also highlight the importance of strategic planning, community 
involvement, and the sustainable use of cultural and heritage assets. 

In the context of American cities, these models and case studies can inform 
strategies for urban regeneration. By learning from the successes and 
challenges of other cities, American urban planners and policymakers can 
develop tourism strategies that contribute to their cities' economic, 
cultural, and social vitality. 

The synthesis of case studies and models of urban regeneration through 
tourism offers a rich tapestry of experiences and lessons learned. As 
American cities seek to reinvent themselves and foster sustainable 
growth, the insights from these case studies can guide the development of 
effective tourism strategies that support urban renewal and development. 

1.4   Significance of Event Tourism in Urban Economic Strategies 

Event tourism has emerged as a pivotal element in urban economic 
strategies, offering a multifaceted approach to city development that 
encompasses economic, social, and cultural dimensions. The strategic 
deployment of event tourism can catalyze urban regeneration, foster 
community pride, and position cities on the global stage as vibrant and 
attractive destinations. 

The economic significance of event tourism is multifaceted. Visitor 
spending on accommodation, food, transport, and entertainment can 
stimulate direct financial benefits. Indirectly, it supports local businesses, 
encourages new enterprise opportunities, and can create employment 
across various sectors. Moreover, event tourism can spur infrastructure 
development, which serves the event's immediate needs and provides 
long-term benefits to the urban populace. 

Socially, event tourism can enhance the quality of life for residents by 

offering diverse cultural and recreational experiences. It can also foster a 
sense of community and civic pride, as residents engage with events that 
showcase their city's unique attributes. The social cohesion brought about 
by such events can be instrumental in creating a positive urban identity 
and a sense of place. Culturally, event tourism serves as a platform for the 
expression of local culture and heritage, providing opportunities for 
cultural exchange and enhancing the city's image as a culturally rich and 
diverse destination. This cultural showcasing can reinforce a city's brand 
and identity, attracting tourists, investors, and new residents. 

Strategically, event tourism requires careful planning and management to 
ensure that it aligns with broader urban economic goals. This involves 
considering the sustainability of events, their fit with the city's brand, and 
the potential for legacy impacts that contribute to long-term urban 
regeneration. The strategic integration of event tourism within urban 
economic planning can lead to more resilient and adaptable cities capable 
of navigating the challenges of economic fluctuations and changing 
tourism trends. 

The significance of event tourism in urban economic strategies cannot be 
overstated. It is a dynamic tool that, when harnessed effectively, can 
contribute significantly to cities' economic vitality, social cohesion, and 
cultural richness. As urban centers continue to evolve, the role of event 
tourism in shaping their futures remains a critical area of focus for urban 
planners, policymakers, and stakeholders alike. 

1.5   Aims and Objectives of the Study 

The overarching aim of this study is to explore the role of event tourism in 
urban regeneration, particularly within the context of American cities. To 
achieve this aim, the study is guided by the following specific objectives: 

• To assess the economic impact of event tourism on urban regeneration 
in American cities. This objective involves quantifying the direct and 
indirect economic benefits that event tourism brings to urban centers, 
such as increased revenue from tourism-related activities, job 
creation, and the stimulation of local businesses. 

• To examine the social and cultural effects of event tourism on urban 
communities. This objective seeks to understand how event tourism 
can influence social cohesion, community pride, and cultural 
expression, and how these factors contribute to the overall vitality and 
attractiveness of urban environments. 

• To identify best practices in the planning and management of event 
tourism for sustainable urban development. This objective aims to 
collate and analyze successful strategies and models from both 
American cities and international examples, providing a set of best 
practices that can guide urban planners and policymakers. 

• To evaluate the long-term legacy effects of event tourism on urban 
infrastructure and development. This objective focuses on 
understanding how event tourism can lead to lasting improvements in 
urban infrastructure, such as transportation systems and public 
spaces, and how these improvements support the ongoing process of 
urban regeneration. 

Through these objectives, the study intends to provide a comprehensive 
analysis of event tourism as a strategic tool for urban regeneration, 
offering insights and recommendations that can inform policy and practice 
in American cities. 

1.6   Scope and Delimitations of the Research 

This research is specifically tailored to explore the intersection of event 
tourism and urban regeneration within the context of American cities. It 
aims to dissect the multifaceted role of event tourism in stimulating 
economic growth, enhancing social cohesion, and promoting cultural 
vitality. The investigation will delve into a variety of event types, including 
but not limited to cultural, sports, and business events, assessing their 
individual and collective contributions to urban landscapes. 

Geographically, the study is confined to the urban settings of the United 
States. While it may draw on international cases for a broader 
understanding and comparative analysis, the core emphasis will be on 
American cities, with the intent to provide insights that are directly 
applicable to this context. This geographical focus allows for a detailed 
exploration of American cities' unique challenges and opportunities in 
leveraging event tourism for urban development. 

In terms of temporal scope, the research will be anchored to a specific 
period most relevant to the current urban and economic climate, including 
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examining historical trends and the impacts of recent events such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This timeframe will be selected based on the 
availability of robust data and the need to understand both long-term 
patterns and the implications of recent disruptions in the tourism sector. 

The thematic boundaries of the study are set to concentrate on the 
economic dimensions of urban regeneration through event tourism. While 
recognizing the broader implications of event tourism, including 
environmental and sustainability concerns, the study will maintain a 
focused lens on economic outcomes and strategies. This thematic 
delimitation ensures that the research remains aligned with the core 
objectives of understanding and enhancing the economic benefits of event 
tourism for urban centers. 

Methodologically, the research will be grounded in a blend of qualitative 
and quantitative approaches, with a strong reliance on case studies, 
economic impact assessments, and insights from key stakeholders in the 
field. The study will refrain from primary data collection methods such as 
extensive surveys or experimental research designs, instead relying on 
existing literature, reports, and secondary data sources to construct a 
comprehensive analysis. 

The delimitations set forth are designed to provide a clear and 
concentrated framework for the study, ensuring that it is both thorough 
and relevant. By delineating the geographical, temporal, thematic, and 
methodological parameters, the research aims to offer a focused and in-
depth examination of how event tourism can serve as a dynamic engine 
for urban regeneration in American cities. 

2.   METHODOLOGY 

2.1   Comparative Analysis Approach 

The Comparative Analysis Approach is a cornerstone of this study, 
providing a robust framework for understanding the complex dynamics 
between event tourism and urban regeneration. Schneider and Rohlfing 
emphasize the utility of Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) in this 
context, which allows for the examination of causal relationships across 
multiple cases (Schneider and Rohlfing, 2016). QCA is particularly suited 
to identifying the necessary and sufficient conditions that lead to 
successful urban regeneration, offering a nuanced understanding beyond 
traditional statistical methods' capabilities (Schneider and Rohlfing, 
2016). 

2.2   Selection Criteria for Case Studies 

The selection of case studies is guided by a rigorous set of criteria 
informed by multiple criteria decision-making (MCDM) techniques. A 
group researchers illustrate the effectiveness of the Analytic Hierarchy 
Process (AHP) and the Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to 
Ideal Solution (TOPSIS) in making complex decisions, such as selecting 
optimal sites for development projects (Jozaghi et al., 2018). These 
techniques are adapted in this study to select event tourism cases that 
provide a comprehensive view of the economic, social, and cultural 
impacts on urban regeneration (Jozaghi et al., 2018). 

Incorporating sentiment analysis into the selection process, as proposed 
by allows for the assessment of public perception and stakeholder 
attitudes towards event tourism initiatives (Luo et al., 2021). This 
qualitative dimension ensures that the case studies chosen reflect the 
multifaceted nature of urban regeneration and the role of event tourism 
within it (Luo et al., 2021). Suraraksa and Shin provide a framework for 
comparative analysis that is relevant to the selection of case studies 
(Suraraksa and Shin, 2019). By integrating quantitative and qualitative 
approaches, their methodology highlights the importance of continuous 
evaluation and relevance, ensuring that the selected case studies 
represent current and emerging urban regeneration trends (Suraraksa 
and Shin, 2019). 

2.3   Data Collection: Quantitative Metrics and Qualitative Narratives 

Data collection in the context of event tourism and urban regeneration is 
a multifaceted process that involves both quantitative metrics and 
qualitative narratives. A group researchers discuss the importance of 
eliciting detailed data from participants, which in the context of this study, 
translates to gathering comprehensive feedback from tourists, local 
businesses, and residents affected by event tourism (Allen et al., 2018). 
This feedback is crucial for assessing event tourism's subjective 
experiences and perceived impacts on urban spaces (Allen et al., 2018). 

Quantitative metrics, such as visitor numbers, economic expenditure, and 
infrastructural changes, provide a tangible measure of the impact of event 

tourism. However, the qualitative narratives gathered through interviews, 
surveys, and participatory observations offer a deeper insight into the 
lived experiences of individuals and communities. These narratives help 
to understand the socio-cultural changes and the personal stories behind 
the numbers, providing a more holistic view of the impact of event tourism 
(Normansell et al., 2017). 

2.4   Methodological Framework for Impact Evaluation 

This study's methodological framework for impact evaluation is designed 
to integrate quantitative and qualitative data. Gammack and Donald 
highlight the value of collaborative methods in researching complex 
phenomena such as city branding, which is closely related to event tourism 
(Gammack and Donald, 2006). By adopting a similar interdisciplinary 
approach, this study will evaluate the impact of event tourism on urban 
regeneration through various lenses, including economic development, 
social change, and cultural enrichment (Gammack and Donald, 2006). 

The framework will utilize a mixed-methods strategy, combining 
statistical analysis of quantitative data with thematic analysis of 
qualitative narratives. This approach allows for a comprehensive 
evaluation of the multifaceted impacts of event tourism, ensuring that both 
the measurable outcomes and the nuanced experiences of stakeholders 
are accounted for in the assessment of urban regeneration efforts. 

3.   RESULTS 

3.1   Synthesis of Global Event Tourism Strategies 

The strategic use of events to revitalize cities has become a global 
phenomenon, with urban centers leveraging festivals, sports, and cultural 
gatherings to spur regeneration and economic development. Smith 
provides a comprehensive overview of how events can act as catalysts for 
urban renewal, emphasizing the need for strategic planning and 
integration with broader urban development goals (Smith, 2012). The 
synthesis of global event tourism strategies reveals a pattern of success 
when events align with the city's unique cultural and historical assets, 
thereby enhancing the urban experience for residents and visitors (Smith, 
2012). 

Rae offers a critical perspective on urban regeneration strategies, 
cautioning against the potential for gentrification and social displacement 
(Rae, 2009). The international comparison conducted by Rae sheds light 
on the diverse outcomes of urban regeneration efforts, suggesting that 
while event tourism can lead to economic revitalization, it must be 
managed carefully to ensure inclusive benefits for all urban stakeholders 
(Rae, 2009). 

Lak, Gheitasi and Timothy explore the intersection of heritage tourism and 
urban regeneration, proposing a strategic management approach that 
utilizes cultural policies to maximize the regenerative potential of historic 
cities (Lak et al., 2020). Their findings underscore the importance of 
participatory management and the enhancement of public urban spaces, 
ensuring that event tourism contributes to a city's physical, social, and 
economic regeneration (Lak et al., 2020). 

The synthesis of these strategies indicates that successful event tourism 
requires a delicate balance between economic objectives and social 
considerations. It involves a collaborative effort among city planners, local 
communities, and tourism stakeholders to create sustainable, inclusive 
events that reflect the city's identity. By doing so, event tourism can serve 
as a powerful tool for urban regeneration, contributing to the vibrancy and 
resilience of cities around the world. 

3.2   Detailed Case Study Findings 

The detailed case study findings provide a rich tapestry of insights into the 
impact of event tourism on urban regeneration. Lak, Gheitasi and Timothy 
present the historic city of Birjand, Iran, as a case where heritage tourism 
has been utilized to regenerate the city's declining urban fabric (Lak et al., 
2020). The study underscores the importance of cultural policy-making 
and participatory management in leveraging cultural events and public 
spaces for urban renewal. The strategic use of Birjand's cultural heritage, 
including saffron production and carpet weaving, has been instrumental 
in its physical, social, and economic regeneration (Lak et al., 2020). 

In a different context, Butler, Curran and O'Gorman explore pro-poor 
tourism (PPT) in the developed urban setting of Glasgow Govan, Scotland 
(Butler et al., 2013). Their findings reveal that PPT principles, typically 
applied in third-world contexts, can also be effective in alleviating poverty 
in developed locations. The Glasgow Govan case study demonstrates that 
responsible government promotion of PPT can lead to significant urban 
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regeneration, challenging the validity of community-based tourism 
initiatives in first-world urban settings (Butler et al., 2013). 

A group researches provide a case study from the Cape Town drought, 
highlighting the resilience lessons for urban infrastructure management 
(Simpson et al., 2019). The study identifies shifts in governance 
arrangements and budget allocations in response to the crisis, offering 
recommendations for municipal finance and resilience in urban 
infrastructure management. This case study illustrates the complex 
interplay between public and private adaptation actions during 
unanticipated events and their implications for urban regeneration 
(Simpson et al., 2019). These case studies collectively illustrate event 
tourism's diverse strategies and outcomes in urban regeneration. They 
emphasize the need for strategic management, inclusive policy-making, 
and resilience in the face of challenges, providing valuable lessons for 
urban centers seeking to harness event tourism for regeneration 
purposes. 

3.2.1   Economic Revitalization through Major Events 

Major events have become a significant driver of economic revitalization 
in urban areas, often serving as a catalyst for large-scale urban 
regeneration projects. Sánchez and Broudehoux examine the 
transformative impact of sporting mega-events on the urban landscape of 
Rio de Janeiro, highlighting the role of such events in remaking the city to 
fit the vision of local elites (Sánchez and Broudehoux, 2013). The study 
reveals that while mega-events like the World Cup and Olympics can 
generate a sense of urgency and mobilization for urban development, they 
can also lead to the privatization and commodification of urban spaces, 
exacerbating socio-spatial segregation and inequality (Sánchez and 
Broudehoux, 2013). 

Lak, Gheitasi and Timothy discuss the potential of heritage tourism in the 
economic regeneration of the historic city of Birjand, Iran (Lak et al., 
2020). By leveraging cultural capital through policy-making and 
participatory management, the city has utilized its cultural heritage, such 
as saffron production and carpet weaving, to regenerate its urban fabric. 
This approach has revitalized the city's economy and preserved its 
cultural identity, demonstrating the economic benefits of integrating 
heritage tourism into urban regeneration (Lak et al., 2020). 

A group researchers provide insight into the revitalization of public spaces 
in medium-sized towns associated with the Cittaslow movement in 
Central Europe (Jaszczak et al., 2021). Their study combines quantitative 
and qualitative assessments of revitalization projects, showing that socio-
economic development is a critical component of successful urban 
regeneration. The research suggests that while cultural and historical 
elements are often undervalued, they play a crucial role in urban areas' 
long-term sustainability and attractiveness (Jaszczak et al., 2021). 

These case studies collectively illustrate the complex relationship between 
major events and economic revitalization in urban regeneration. They 
emphasize the importance of strategic planning, inclusive policy-making, 
and the preservation of cultural identity to ensure that the economic 
benefits of event tourism are realized and equitably distributed among all 
urban stakeholders. 

3.2.2   Cultural and Social Impacts of Event Tourism 

Event tourism has the potential to act as a social catalyst, influencing the 
cultural and social fabric of urban environments. A group researchers 
explore the role of culture in urban regeneration schemes, focusing on 
how cultural initiatives can impact social and human capital (Ferilli et al., 
2017). Their comparative analysis of major urban regeneration projects in 
Montreal, Sydney, and Milan reveals that cultural events and facilities can 
significantly improve the local social milieu when they foster inclusive 
cultural participation and community commitment. However, when used 
instrumentally for branding or marketing purposes, the social efficacy of 
these initiatives can be undermined (Ferilli et al., 2017). 

Lak, Gheitasi and Timothy investigate the case of Birjand, Iran, where 
heritage tourism has been employed to regenerate the city's declining 
urban fabric (Lak et al., 2020). The study highlights the importance of 
cultural policy-making and participatory management in using cultural 
heritage for urban regeneration. By engaging residents in cultural events 
and enhancing public urban spaces, Birjand has experienced a positive 
transformation in its social dynamics, alongside physical and economic 
regeneration (Lak et al., 2020). 

Franklin and Papastergiadis examine the Museum of Old and New Art 
(MONA) in Tasmania, which has catalyzed tourism-led urban and regional 
regeneration (Franklin and Papastergiadis, 2017). The museum has 

shifted visitor experiences away from traditional 'highbrow' cultural 
experiences to more performative, emotional, and sensual forms of 
cultural engagement. This case study demonstrates the power of 
innovative cultural institutions to reshape urban landscapes and 
contribute to a broader cultural and social renaissance (Franklin and 
Papastergiadis, 2017). 

The synthesis of these studies underscores the multifaceted impact of 
event tourism on urban regeneration. It highlights the importance of 
cultural and social considerations in planning and executing event tourism 
strategies, ensuring that they contribute positively to the urban 
experience and benefit the broader community. 

3.2.3   Infrastructure Development and Sustainable Practices 

The intersection of event tourism with sustainable urban infrastructure 
development is a critical area of study, particularly in the context of urban 
regeneration. Sheller addresses the need for sustainable tourism 
infrastructure in the Caribbean, especially in the wake of climate-related 
disasters and the Covid-19 pandemic (Sheller, 2021). The study advocates 
for shifting from traditional 'extractive' tourism models to more 
sustainable practices emphasising mobility justice and resilience to 
climate change. This approach involves rethinking tourism infrastructure 
to support sustainable ecologies and economies, promoting community-
based initiatives that center on food sovereignty, agroecology, and 
regenerative economies (Sheller, 2021). 

Tiwari, Tiwari and Joshi examine the rapid and often unplanned urban 
growth in the Himalaya, driven by factors such as improved road 
connectivity and the growth of tourism (Tiwari et al., 2018). The study 
underscores the need for sustainable urban development strategies that 
balance economic growth with environmental conservation. It suggests 
that sustainable infrastructure development in tourism-heavy regions 
must consider the fragility of the natural environment and the need for 
regulations that prevent ecological degradation (Tiwari et al., 2018). 

A group researhers explore Low Impact Development (LID) practices as a 
means to enhance urban sustainability and resilience in the face of 
urbanization and climate change (Batalini de Macedo et al., 2021). The 
study links LID practices with the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals, highlighting the benefits of these practices in terms of 
runoff retention, peak flow attenuation, pollutant removal, and ecosystem 
services restoration. The research identifies the need for further 
investigation into the energy demands and carbon sequestration potential 
of LID practices, emphasizing their role in sustainable urban planning 
(Batalini de Macedo et al., 2022). 

3.3   Extracted Lessons and Identified Best Practices 

The aforementioned studies provide valuable insights into the best 
practices for integrating sustainable infrastructure development with 
event tourism in urban regeneration efforts. Sheller's (2021) work on 
mobility justice in the Caribbean suggests that sustainable tourism 
recovery should be inclusive, supporting both economic recovery and 
social and ecological resilience. Tiwari, Tiwari & Joshi research on the 
Himalaya calls for the implementation of urban land use policies that 
prioritize sustainability and environmental protection in the face of rapid 
tourism-driven urbanization (Tiwari et al., 2018). A group researchers 
demonstrate the importance of LID practices in creating resilient urban 
environments that can withstand the challenges posed by climate change 
and urbanization (Batalini de Macedo et al., 2022). 

These studies collectively emphasize the need for a holistic approach to 
infrastructure development in event tourism, one that incorporates 
sustainable practices and considers the long-term ecological, economic, 
and social health of urban areas. They advocate for community 
engagement, policy-making informed by environmental considerations, 
and adopting innovative practices that align with global sustainability 
goals. 

3.4   Metrics of Success in Urban Regeneration 

The evaluation of urban regeneration projects, particularly those driven 
by event tourism, requires a nuanced understanding of success metrics. A 
group researchers provide an insightful case study on how urban events 
can enhance the tourism image of Italian regions, suggesting that the 
perceived success of such events can be measured by their impact on the 
region's brand image and the subsequent increase in tourism-related 
economic activities (Ferrucci et al., 2017). This case study of the 
'Sensational Umbria' exhibition by Steve McCurry demonstrates that 
success in urban regeneration through event tourism is about immediate 
economic gains and long-term brand enhancement and cultural 
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enrichment (Ferrucci et al., 2017). 

Mckenna explores the transformation of Belfast post-2013, highlighting 
the importance of building capacity and infrastructure to sustain a tourism 
product that encourages repeat visitation (Mckenna, 2013). The success 
metrics here extend beyond visitor numbers and revenue to include the 
sustainability of tourism growth and the ability to create a positive, lasting 
image of the city that resonates with tourists (Mckenna, 2013). Lim 
discusses the relationship between city branding and event content, 
emphasizing that the success of city branding efforts through events is 
contingent upon aligning the event with the city's identity and creating a 
unique narrative (Lim, 2021). The study suggests that metrics of success 
should include the consistency of branding messages, the authenticity of 
the event content, and the political and social leverage gained through the 
event (Lim, 2021). 

3.5   Comparative Analysis of Event Tourism Impact 

Comparative analysis is crucial in understanding the differential impacts 
of event tourism on urban regeneration. By comparing various case 
studies, such as the 'Sensational Umbria' exhibition and the tourism 
evolution in Belfast, it becomes clear that the impact of event tourism is 
multifaceted. While focus on the enhancement of regional tourism images, 
Mckenna takes a broader view, considering the overall capacity and 
infrastructure development as key indicators of positive impact (Ferrucci 
et al., 2017; Mckenna, 2013). Lim adds another dimension by examining 
the role of events in city branding, suggesting that the impact of event 
tourism should also be measured by its contribution to the city's narrative 
and identity (Lim, 2021). 

3.6   Stakeholder Perspectives on Event-Driven Urban Regeneration 

Stakeholder perspectives are integral to assessing the effectiveness of 
event-driven urban regeneration. The studies reviewed offer insights into 
the diverse views of stakeholders, ranging from government bodies and 
tourism operators to local communities and visitors. A group researchers 
highlight the importance of stakeholder collaboration in enhancing a 
region's tourism image, while Mckenna underscores the need for 
stakeholder engagement in creating a tourism product that meets the 
expectations of various tourist demographics (Ferrucci et al., 2017; 
Mckenna, 2013). Lim points out the necessity of involving stakeholders in 
the process of city branding to ensure that events reflect the city's identity 
and resonate with both residents and visitors (Lim, 2021). 

4.   DISCUSSION 

4.1   Interpretation of Case Study Results in the U.S. Context 

The interpretation of case study results within the context of event 
tourism and urban regeneration in the United States necessitates a 
comprehensive understanding of sociolinguistic methods and 
interpretations and an awareness of the unique social, economic, and 
cultural landscapes of American cities. Milroy and Gordon provide a 
foundational approach to understanding the social fabric of urban centers, 
which is critical when considering the impact of event tourism on urban 
regeneration (Milroy and Gordon, 2008). Their work, although not directly 
related to tourism, offers valuable insights into the complexities of urban 
social dynamics that can influence the success of event tourism in 
revitalizing urban areas. 

A group researchers discuss the importance of considering risk factors and 
contextual variables in interpreting data, a principle that can be extended 
to understanding the varied impacts of event tourism across different U.S. 
cities (Bailey et al., 1995). Their study underscores the need to account for 
the specific characteristics of each urban environment when evaluating 
the outcomes of event tourism initiatives. This approach is particularly 
relevant when considering the diverse socio-economic profiles of U.S. 
cities and the different ways in which event tourism can contribute to 
urban regeneration. 

Husar, Ondrejička and Varış critically review the concept of smart cities 
and the implementation of smartness in urban development, which can be 
paralleled with the strategic use of event tourism for urban regeneration 
(Husar et al., 2017). Their analysis of case studies from different parts of 
the world, including the U.S., provides a critical lens through which to view 
the successes and challenges of using event tourism as a tool for urban 
development. The idea of 'smartness', whether in terms of technology or 
strategic resource use, is pertinent to the discussion of how event tourism 
can be leveraged to achieve sustainable urban regeneration in American 
cities. 

In synthesizing these perspectives, it becomes clear that the interpretation 

of case study results in the U.S. context must be grounded in a deep 
understanding of the local urban milieu. The sociolinguistic backdrop, the 
consideration of specific risk factors and contextual variables, and the 
critical assessment of smart urban development strategies all contribute 
to a nuanced interpretation of how event tourism can drive urban 
regeneration in U.S. cities (Milroy and Gordon, 2008; Husar et al., 2017; 
Bailey et al., 1995). 

4.2   U.S. Urban Centers: Adaptation of Global Practices 

The adaptation of global practices in event tourism for urban centers in 
the United States is a multifaceted process that requires a nuanced 
understanding of the local context, the global trends in urban 
development, and the specific challenges and opportunities that climate 
change presents. Shi and Moser provide a comprehensive review of 
transformative climate adaptation trends in the United States, 
emphasizing the need for a coherent, cohesive, and collective response 
across various sectors of society (Shi and Moser, 2021). This perspective 
is crucial when considering the adaptation of global event tourism 
practices, as it underscores the importance of integrating climate 
resilience into urban regeneration efforts. 

Khatcheressian and Smith highlight the effectiveness of localized, 
specialized care in the context of breast cancer follow-up, drawing 
parallels to the need for specialized, context-sensitive approaches in the 
adaptation of event tourism strategies (Khatcheressian and Smith, 2006). 
Their findings suggest that outcomes are optimized when local nuances 
are considered, a principle that can be applied to the adaptation of global 
practices in event tourism to fit the unique cultural, economic, and 
environmental landscapes of U.S. urban centers. 

Yang assesses the impact of climate change on urban tree species selection 
in Philadelphia, providing a case study that illustrates the importance of 
considering environmental factors in urban planning (Yang, 2009). This 
study is particularly relevant to the discussion of event tourism, as the 
selection of urban flora can significantly affect the aesthetic appeal and 
sustainability of tourism events. The insights from this case study can 
inform the adaptation of global event tourism practices, ensuring that they 
contribute positively to the urban environment and are resilient to the 
impacts of climate change. 

It becomes evident that the adaptation of global practices in event tourism 
to U.S. urban centers must be informed by a deep understanding of local 
contexts, the overarching trends in climate adaptation, and the specific 
environmental considerations of each city. The integration of climate 
resilience, the emphasis on localized, specialized approaches, and the 
careful consideration of environmental impacts are all critical to the 
successful adaptation of event tourism practices that can contribute to the 
sustainable regeneration of urban centers in the United States (Shi and 
Moser, 2021; Yang, 2009; Khatcheressian and Smith, 2006). 

4.3   Addressing U.S. Urban Challenges through Event Tourism 

The intersection of event tourism and urban challenges presents a unique 
opportunity for policy innovation and strategic urban planning. The 
United States, with its diverse urban landscapes, faces a myriad of 
challenges that can be addressed through well-designed event tourism 
strategies. A group researchers discuss the variability in surface ozone 
levels across the U.S. and its implications for air quality policy (Fiore et al., 
2003). This research is pertinent to urban tourism as it underscores the 
environmental considerations that must be factored into the planning and 
execution of urban events. The study suggests that a nuanced 
understanding of environmental factors is essential for the development 
of event tourism policies that do not exacerbate urban air quality issues. 

LaFree and Bersani explore the correlates of terrorist attacks at the county 
level, providing insights into urban safety and security complexities 
(LaFree and Bersani, 2014). Their findings have significant implications 
for event tourism, particularly in terms of ensuring the safety of both 
residents and visitors during major urban events. The study indicates that 
targeted strategies, informed by an understanding of demographic and 
social factors, can enhance the effectiveness of security measures in urban 
settings. 

In crafting event tourism strategies to address urban challenges, it is 
crucial to consider both the environmental impact and the security 
concerns highlighted by these studies. Event tourism can serve as a 
catalyst for urban renewal, but it must be pursued with an awareness of 
the broader policy implications. By integrating environmental and 
security considerations into event tourism planning, cities can leverage 
these events to promote sustainable urban development and enhance the 
quality of life for their inhabitants. 
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The synthesis of these perspectives reveals that addressing urban 
challenges through event tourism requires a multidimensional approach. 
Environmental policies must be aligned with event planning to ensure that 
tourism activities contribute to, rather than detract from, urban 
sustainability (Fiore et al., 2003). Similarly, understanding the social and 
demographic factors that influence urban security can inform the 
development of targeted, effective security measures for event tourism 
(LaFree and Bersani, 2014). 

4.4    Policy and Strategic Implications for Urban Regeneration 

The strategic implications of urban regeneration through event tourism 
are vast and varied, encompassing cultural, economic, and social 
dimensions. Lak, Gheitasi and Timothy delve into the potential of heritage 
tourism as a vehicle for urban regeneration, emphasizing the role of 
cultural policies and strategic management (Lak et al., 2020). Their study 
of the historic city of Birjand, Iran, demonstrates how cultural capital can 
be harnessed to revitalize urban spaces physically, socially, and 
economically. This approach is particularly relevant to U.S. cities, where 
heritage tourism can serve as a cornerstone for urban regeneration 
initiatives. 

Nobre provides a critical analysis of urban regeneration experiences in 
Brazil, focusing on historical preservation, tourism development, and the 
resulting gentrification in Salvador da Bahia (Nobre, 2002). The case study 
offers valuable lessons for policy-making in the context of urban 
regeneration, highlighting the importance of balancing historical 
preservation with the needs of contemporary urban life. The implications 
for U.S. urban centers are clear: strategic planning and policy-making must 
consider the delicate balance between preserving the historical character 
of urban spaces and fostering an environment conducive to modern urban 
living. 

In synthesizing the insights from these studies, it is evident that a 
comprehensive understanding of the local context must inform policy and 
strategic planning for urban regeneration through event tourism. Cultural 
policies should be designed to leverage the unique heritage of each city, 
transforming it into a dynamic force for urban renewal (Lak e al., 2020). 
At the same time, strategic management must ensure that the benefits of 
tourism development are distributed equitably among residents, 
preventing the displacement and marginalization that can accompany 
gentrification (Nobre, 2002). 

4.5   Analysis of American Case Studies in Event Tourism 

Event tourism has emerged as a pivotal strategy for urban regeneration, 
offering American cities a pathway to revitalize their economies and urban 
landscapes. This analysis draws on international case studies to explore 
how event tourism can be harnessed within the American context, 
providing a blueprint for urban renewal. Lak, Gheitasi and Timothy delve 
into the potential of heritage tourism in urban regeneration, underscoring 
the necessity of cultural policies and strategic management (Lak et al., 
2020). Their study, while centered on Birjand, Iran, offers valuable 
insights for American cities with rich historical legacies. The strategic 
deployment of cultural events can breathe new life into urban spaces, 
fostering a vibrant environment that draws both tourists and residents. 
For instance, cities like New Orleans and Savannah, with their deep-rooted 
historical and cultural heritage, could leverage similar strategies to 
enhance urban appeal and stimulate economic growth. 

Zhang, Dai, and Xia examine the transformation of abandoned railways 
into green corridors, a concept that resonates with the urban renewal 
efforts in many American cities (Zhang et al., 2020). The High Line in New 
York City exemplifies how such infrastructural adaptations can spur a 
range of events and activities, contributing to urban regeneration by 
augmenting cultural and aesthetic value. This model could inspire similar 
initiatives in cities like Detroit and Philadelphia, where industrial relics 
can be repurposed into vibrant public spaces that host a variety of events 
and bolster community engagement. A group researchers highlight the 
role of urban tourism in generating sustainable revenue for municipalities 
(Faraji et al., 2020). Events such as music festivals, cultural exhibitions, 
and sports events can serve as significant economic catalysts, creating jobs 
and reinforcing the city's identity. American cities can take cues from this 
approach to develop event tourism strategies that not only entertain but 
also sustainably benefit the urban economy. 

Lei and Zhou focus on heritage tourism-led urban renewal, emphasizing 
the importance of preserving authentic identity in historic urban 
landscapes (Lei and Zhou, 2022). This perspective is pertinent for 
American cities where the challenge often lies in balancing modern 
development with the conservation of historical character. The case study 

of Datong, China, provides a framework that American cities could adapt 
to ensure that event tourism not only promotes urban renewal but also 
respects and showcases the unique historical narratives of the urban 
space. In synthesizing these case studies, a common thread emerges: the 
success of event tourism in urban regeneration hinges on strategic 
planning, community involvement, and a commitment to sustainability. 
American cities can draw on these insights to craft event tourism 
strategies that respect their unique historical and cultural contexts while 
fostering economic and social revitalization. The analysis of American case 
studies in event tourism underscores the transformative potential of well-
curated events in urban regeneration. By learning from international 
experiences and adapting these lessons to local contexts, American cities 
can leverage event tourism to catalyze urban renewal, creating vibrant, 
sustainable, and economically resilient communities. 

5.   CONCLUSION 

This study embarked on an exploratory journey to understand the 
symbiotic relationship between event tourism and urban regeneration, 
particularly within the context of American cities. The aims and objectives 
were to dissect the intersection of these two phenomena, to scrutinize the 
global landscape, and to distill actionable recommendations for urban 
economic strategies. These objectives were met through a meticulous 
methodology that included a comparative analysis of case studies and a 
blend of quantitative metrics and qualitative narratives. 

The methodology adopted was both robust and nuanced, allowing for a 
comprehensive evaluation of event tourism's impact on urban renewal. 
Through this approach, the study unearthed key findings that underscore 
the transformative potential of event tourism when strategically aligned 
with urban regeneration goals. It highlighted the economic revitalization, 
cultural enrichment, and infrastructural development that can be achieved 
through well-curated events. The study's conclusions are clear: event 
tourism is a potent catalyst for urban regeneration. It can stimulate 
economic growth, foster cultural vibrancy, and prompt infrastructural 
enhancements. However, the success of such initiatives depends on 
strategic planning, stakeholder engagement, and a commitment to 
sustainability. 

The recommendations are tailored for American cities, urging them to 
leverage their unique cultural and historical assets, repurpose 
underutilized spaces, and engage communities in the regeneration 
process. The study advocates for policies that support sustainable tourism 
development and for strategies that ensure the equitable distribution of 
the benefits of urban regeneration. 

In conclusion, this study provides a comprehensive analysis of the role of 
event tourism in urban regeneration. It offers a nuanced understanding of 
the challenges and opportunities that American cities face in this regard 
and presents a strategic framework for harnessing the power of events to 
create vibrant, sustainable, and economically thriving urban spaces. 

REFERENCES 

Allen, E.N., Chandler, C.I., Mandimika, N., Leisegang, C. and Barnes, K., 2018. 
Eliciting adverse effects data from participants in clinical 
trials. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, (1). DOI: 
10.1002/14651858.MR000039.pub2. 

Aman, J., Abbas, J., Mahmood, S., Nurunnabi, M. and Bano, S., 2019. The 
influence of Islamic religiosity on the perceived socio-cultural impact 
of sustainable tourism development in Pakistan: A structural equation 
modeling approach. Sustainability, 11 (11), Pp. 3039. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11113039. 

Bailey, T.C., Fraser, V.J., Spitznagel, E.L. and Dunagan, W.C., 1995. Risk 
factors for a positive tuberculin skin test among employees of an 
urban, midwestern teaching hospital. Annals of internal medicine, 122 
(8), pp. 580-585. DOI: 10.7326/0003-4819-122-8-199504150-00004. 

Batalini de Macedo, M., Nobrega Gomes Junior, M., Pereira de Oliveira, T.R., 
H. Giacomoni, M., Imani, M., Zhang, K., Ambrogi Ferreira do Lago, C. and 
Mendiondo, E.M., 2022. Low Impact Development practices in the 
context of United Nations Sustainable Development Goals: A new 
concept, lessons learned and challenges. Critical Reviews in 
Environmental Science and Technology, 52 (14), pp. 2538-2581. DOI: 
10.1080/10643389.2021.1886889. 

Butler, R., Curran, R. and O'Gorman, K.D., 2013. Pro‐Poor tourism in a first 
world urban setting: Case study of Glasgow Govan. International 
Journal of Tourism Research, 15 (5), pp. 443-457. DOI: 

https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.MR000039.pub2
https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.MR000039.pub2
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11113039
https://dx.doi.org/10.7326/0003-4819-122-8-199504150-00004
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10643389.2021.1886889
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10643389.2021.1886889
https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/JTR.1888


Malaysian Applied Geography (MAGG) 2(1) (2024) 01-10 

 

 
Cite The Article: Ifeoluwa Oreofe Adekuajo, Chioma Ann Udeh, Osariemen Osunde Uwagboe, Rosita Eberechukwu Daraojimba  (2024). Event Tourism  

and Urban Regeneration: A Global Overview with Recommendations for American Cities. Malaysian Applied Geography, 2(1): 01-10. 

 

10.1002/JTR.1888. 

Chen, Q., Bi, Y., and Li, J., 2021. Spatial Disparity and Influencing Factors of 
Coupling Coordination Development of Economy–Environment–
Tourism–Traffic: A Case Study in the Middle Reaches of Yangtze River 
Urban Agglomerations. International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health, 18 (15), Pp. 7947. 
10.3390/ijerph18157947. 

Coles, T., 2003. Urban tourism, place promotion and economic 
restructuring: the case of post-socialist Leipzig. Tourism 
Geographies, 5 (2), pp. 190-219. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1461668032000068306. 

Dabeedooal, Y.J., Dindoyal, V., Allam, Z. and Jones, D.S., 2019. Smart tourism 
as a pillar for sustainable urban development: An alternate smart city 
strategy from Mauritius. Smart Cities, 2 (2), pp. 153-162. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/SMARTCITIES2020011. 

Faraji, A., Khodadadi, M., Nematpour, M., Abidizadegan, S. and Yazdani, 
H.R., 2021. Investigating the positive role of urban tourism in creating 
sustainable revenue opportunities in the municipalities of large-scale 
cities: the case of Iran. International Journal of Tourism Cities, 7 (1), 
pp. 177-199. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJTC-04-2020-0076 

Ferilli, G., Sacco, P.L., Tavano Blessi, G. and Forbici, S., 2017. Power to the 
people: when culture works as a social catalyst in urban regeneration 
processes (and when it does not). European Planning Studies, 25 (2), 
pp. 241-258. DOI: 10.1080/09654313.2016.1259397. 

Ferrucci, L., Sarti, S., Splendiani, S. and Rodríguez, M.C., 2017. Enhancing 
the tourism image of Italian regions through urban events: The case of 
Steve McCurry’s sensational Umbria Exhibition. Tourism in the City: 
Towards an Integrative Agenda on Urban Tourism, pp. 235-245. DOI: 
10.1007/978-3-319-26877-4_16. 

Fiore, A., Jacob, D.J., Liu, H., Yantosca, R.M., Fairlie, T.D. and Li, Q., 2003. 
Variability in surface ozone background over the United States: 
Implications for air quality policy. Journal of Geophysical Research: 
Atmospheres, 108 (D24). DOI: 10.1029/2003JD003855. 

Franklin, A. and Papastergiadis, N., 2017. Engaging with the anti-museum? 
Visitors to the Museum of Old and New Art. Journal of Sociology, 53 
(3), pp. 670-686. DOI: 10.1177/1440783317712866. 

Gammack, J. and Donald, S.H., 2006. Collaborative methods in researching 
city branding: Studies from Hong Kong, Shanghai, and 
Sydney. Tourism Culture & Communication, 6 (3), pp. 171-180. DOI: 
10.3727/109830406778134144. 

Girard, L.F., Gravagnuolo, A., Nocca, F., Angrisano, M. and Bosone, M., 2015. 
Towards an economic impact assessment framework for Historic 
Urban Landscape conservation and regeneration projects. BDC. 
Bollettino Del Centro Calza Bini, 15 (2), pp. 265-293. doi: 
10.6092/2284-4732/4061. 

Giulianotti, R. and Klauser, F., 2011. Introduction: Security and 
surveillance at sport mega events. Urban studies, 48 (15), pp. 3157-
3168. https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098011422400. 

Husar , M., Ondrejička, V. and Varış, S.C., 2017. Smart cities and the idea of 
smartness in urban development–a critical review. In IOP conference 
series: materials science and engineering, 245 (8), Pp. 082-008. IOP 
Publishing. DOI: 10.1088/1757-899X/245/8/082008. 

Jaszczak, A., Kristianova, K., Pochodyła, E., Kazak, J.K. and Młynarczyk, K., 
2021. Revitalization of public spaces in Cittaslow towns: Recent urban 
redevelopment in Central Europe. Sustainability, 13 (5), Pp. 2564. 
DOI: 10.3390/SU13052564. 

Jozaghi, A., Alizadeh, B., Hatami, M., Flood, I., Khorrami, M., Khodaei, N. and 
Ghasemi Tousi, E., 2018. A comparative study of the AHP and TOPSIS 
techniques for dam site selection using GIS: A case study of Sistan and 
Baluchestan Province, Iran. Geosciences, 8 (12), Pp. 494. DOI: 
10.3390/GEOSCIENCES8120494. 

Khatcheressian, J.L. and Smith, T.J., 2006. Randomized trial of long-term 
follow-up for early-stage breast cancer: a comparison of family 
physician versus specialist care. Journal of clinical oncology, 24 (6), 
Pp. 835-837. DOI: 10.1200/JCO.2005.04.5153. 

Kong, L., Mu, X., Hu, G. and Zhang, Z., 2022. The application of resilience 
theory in urban development: A literature review. Environmental 

Science and Pollution Research, 29 (33), pp. 49651-49671. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-022-20891-x. 

Krabokoukis, T., and Polyzos, S., 2023. Analyzing the Tourism Seasonality 
for the Mediterranean Countries. Journal of the Knowledge Economy, 
pp. 1-24. 

LaFree, G. and Bersani, B.E., 2014. County‐level correlates of terrorist 
attacks in the United States. Criminology & Public Policy, 13 (3), Pp. 
455-481. DOI: 10.1111/1745-9133.12092. 

Lak, A., Gheitasi, M. and Timothy, D.J., 2020. Urban regeneration through 
heritage tourism: Cultural policies and strategic management. Journal 
of Tourism and Cultural Change, 18 (4), Pp. 386-403. DOI: 
10.1080/14766825.2019.1668002. 

Lee, L. and Madera, J.M., 2019. A systematic literature review of emotional 
labor research from the hospitality and tourism 
literature. International Journal of Contemporary Hospitality 
Management, 31 (7), Pp. 2808-2826. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCHM-
05-2018-0395. 

Lei, H. and Zhou, Y., 2022. Conducting heritage tourism-Led urban renewal 
in Chinese historical and cultural urban spaces: A case study of 
Datong. Land, 11(12), 
p.2122.  https://doi.org/10.3390/land11122122 

Li, Z., Zhang, X., Yang, K., Singer, R. and Cui, R., 2021. Urban and rural 
tourism under COVID-19 in China: research on the recovery measures 
and tourism development. Tourism Review, 76 (4), pp. 718-736.  
https://doi.org/10.1108/TR-08-2020-0357. 

Lim, H., 2021. A Study of the Relationship between City Branding and 
Event Content. Journal of the Korean Society for Content, 21 (7), pp. 
328-339. DOI: 10.5392/JKCA.2021.21.07.328. 

Luo, Y., Zhang, X., Qin, Y., Yang, Z. and Liang, Y., 2021. Tourism attraction 
selection with sentiment analysis of online reviews based on 
probabilistic linguistic term sets and the IDOCRIW-COCOSO 
model. International Journal of Fuzzy Systems, 23, pp. 295-308. DOI: 
10.1007/s40815-020-00969-9. 

Malchrowicz-Mośko, E. and Poczta, J., 2018. A Small-Scale Event and a Big 
Impact—Is This Relationship Possible in the World of Sport? The 
Meaning of Heritage Sporting Events for Sustainable Development of 
Tourism—Experiences from Poland', Sustainability, 10 (11), 4289. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10114289. 

McKenna, R., 2013. The future of tourism in Belfast post 2013. In THRIC 
2013. Cork Institute of Technology. 

Milroy, L. and Gordon, M., 2008. Sociolinguistics: Method and 
interpretation. John Wiley & Sons. 

Muniz-Martinez, N., and Cervantes-Blanco, M., 2009. Identity and 
marketing of cities. In Information communication technologies and 
city marketing: Digital opportunities for cities around the world (pp. 
1-25). IGI Global. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-60566-134-
6.CH001. 

Nobre, E.A., 2002. Urban regeneration experiences in Brazil: Historical 
preservation, tourism development and gentrification in Salvador da 
Bahia. Urban Design International, 7, pp. 109-124. DOI: 
10.1057/PALGRAVE.UDI.9000066. 

Normansell, R., Kew, K.M. and Mathioudakis, A.G., 2017. Interventions to 
improve inhaler technique for people with asthma. Cochrane Database 
Syst Rev, 3, p.CD012286. DOI: 10.1002/14651858.CD012286.pub2. 

O’Connor, P. and Assaker, G., 2021. COVID-19’s effects on future pro-
environmental traveler behavior: An empirical examination using 
norm activation, economic sacrifices, and risk perception 
theories. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 30 (1), pp. 89-107. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2021.1879821. 

Rae, A., 2009. Whose Urban Renaissance? An International Comparison of 
Urban Regeneration Strategies. DOI: 10.1080/09654310902982209. 

Richards, G. ed., 2001. Cultural attractions and European tourism. CABI 
publishing. https://doi.org/10.1079/9780851994406.0000. 

Roche, S., Spake, D.F. and Joseph, M., 2013. A model of sporting event 
tourism as economic development. Sport, Business and Management: 

https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/JTR.1888
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18157947
https://doi.org/10.1080/1461668032000068306
https://doi.org/10.3390/SMARTCITIES2020011
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJTC-04-2020-0076
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2016.1259397
https://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-26877-4_16
https://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-26877-4_16
https://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2003JD003855
https://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1440783317712866
https://dx.doi.org/10.3727/109830406778134144
https://dx.doi.org/10.3727/109830406778134144
https://doi.org/10.6092/2284-4732/4061
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098011422400
https://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1757-899X/245/8/082008
https://dx.doi.org/10.3390/SU13052564
https://doi.org/10.3390/GEOSCIENCES8120494
https://doi.org/10.3390/GEOSCIENCES8120494
https://dx.doi.org/10.1200/JCO.2005.04.5153
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-022-20891-x
https://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1745-9133.12092
https://doi.org/10.1080/14766825.2019.1668002
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCHM-05-2018-0395
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCHM-05-2018-0395
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11122122
https://doi.org/10.1108/TR-08-2020-0357
https://dx.doi.org/10.5392/JKCA.2021.21.07.328
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40815-020-00969-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40815-020-00969-9
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10114289
https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-60566-134-6.CH001
https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-60566-134-6.CH001
https://dx.doi.org/10.1057/PALGRAVE.UDI.9000066
https://dx.doi.org/10.1057/PALGRAVE.UDI.9000066
https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD012286.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2021.1879821
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09654310902982209
https://doi.org/10.1079/9780851994406.0000


Malaysian Applied Geography (MAGG) 2(1) (2024) 01-10 

 

 
Cite The Article: Ifeoluwa Oreofe Adekuajo, Chioma Ann Udeh, Osariemen Osunde Uwagboe, Rosita Eberechukwu Daraojimba  (2024). Event Tourism  

and Urban Regeneration: A Global Overview with Recommendations for American Cities. Malaysian Applied Geography, 2(1): 01-10. 

 

An International Journal, 3 (2), pp. 147-157. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/20426781311325078. 

Sánchez, F. and Broudehoux, A.M., 2013. Mega-events and urban 
regeneration in Rio de Janeiro:  planning in a state of 
emergency. International Journal of Urban Sustainable 
Development, 5 (2), pp. 132-153. DOI: 
10.1080/19463138.2013.839450. 

Schneider, C.Q. and Rohlfing, I., 2016. Case studies nested in fuzzy-set QCA 
on sufficiency: Formalizing case selection and causal 
inference. Sociological Methods & Research, 45 (3), pp. 526-568. DOI: 
10.1177/0049124114532446. 

Schuurman, B., 2019. Topics in terrorism research: reviewing trends and 
gaps, 2007-2016. Critical Studies on Terrorism, 12 (3), pp. 463-480. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2019.1579777. 

Sepe, M. and Di Trapani, G., 2010. Cultural tourism and creative 
regeneration: two case studies. International journal of culture, 
tourism and hospitality research, 4 (3), pp. 214-227. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/17506181011067600. 

Séraphin, H., 2021. COVID-19: An opportunity to review existing grounded 
theories in event studies. In Journal of Convention & Event Tourism, 
22 (1), Pp. 3-35. Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15470148.2020.1776657. 

Sheller, M., 2021. Reconstructing tourism in the Caribbean: connecting 
pandemic recovery, climate resilience and sustainable tourism 
through mobility justice. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 29 (9), Pp. 
1436-1449. DOI: 10.1080/09669582.2020.1791141. 

Shi, L. and Moser, S., 2021. Transformative climate adaptation in the 
United States: Trends and prospects. Science, 372 (6549), p.eabc8054. 
DOI: 10.1126/science.abc8054. 

Simpson, N.P., Simpson, K.J., Shearing, C.D. and Cirolia, L.R., 2019. 
Municipal finance and resilience lessons for urban infrastructure 
management: a case study from the Cape Town drought. International 
journal of urban sustainable development, 11 (3), Pp. 257-276. DOI: 
10.1080/19463138.2019.1642203. 

Smith, A., 2012. Events and urban regeneration: The strategic use of events 
to revitalise cities. Routledge. DOI: 10.4324/9780203136997. 

Stasiak, A., 2013. New spaces and forms of tourism in experience 
economy. Turyzm, 23 (2), Pp. 59-67. https://doi.org/10.2478/tour-
2013-0012. 

Suraraksa, J. and Shin, K.S., 2019. Comparative analysis of factors for 
supplier selection and monitoring: The case of the automotive 
industry in Thailand. Sustainability, 11 (4), Pp. 981. DOI: 
10.3390/SU11040981. 

Tiwari, P.C., Tiwari, A. and Joshi, B., 2018. Urban growth in Himalaya: 
understanding the process and options for sustainable 
development. Journal of Urban and Regional Studies on Contemporary 
India, 4 (2), Pp. 15-27. DOI: 10.15027/45582. 

Wise, N. and Jimura, T., 2020. Changing Spaces in Historical Places. 
In Tourism, Cultural Heritage and Urban Regeneration: Changing 
Spaces in Historical Places, Pp. 1-19. Cham: Springer International 
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-41905-9_1. 

Yang, J., 2009. Assessing the impact of climate change on urban tree 
species selection: a case study in Philadelphia. Journal of Forestry, 107 
(7), Pp. 364-372. 

Zhang, C., Dai, S. and Xia, H., 2020. Reuse of abandoned railways leads to 
urban regeneration: A tale from a rust track to a Green Corridor in 
Zhangjiakou. Urban Rail Transit, 6, Pp. 104-115. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40864-020-00127-2 

 

https://doi.org/10.1108/20426781311325078
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19463138.2013.839450
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19463138.2013.839450
https://doi.org/10.1177/0049124114532446
https://doi.org/10.1177/0049124114532446
https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2019.1579777
https://doi.org/10.1108/17506181011067600
https://doi.org/10.1080/15470148.2020.1776657
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2020.1791141
https://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.abc8054
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19463138.2019.1642203
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19463138.2019.1642203
https://dx.doi.org/10.4324/9780203136997
https://doi.org/10.2478/tour-2013-0012
https://doi.org/10.2478/tour-2013-0012
https://doi.org/10.3390/SU11040981
https://doi.org/10.3390/SU11040981
https://dx.doi.org/10.15027/45582
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-41905-9_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40864-020-00127-2

